
ACTIVE LEARNING AND CRITICAL THINKING ACTIVITIES 

The list below is classroom activities to promote active learning and critical thinking in your classroom. 
This is a compilation of ideas from ISU faculty. The hyperlinks lead to more information on the Web.  
 

1. Games ( e.g. Who Wants to be a Millionaire,) 

2. Write a question  

3.  Graphic representation  

4. “Caucusing”  

5. Small group discussion  

6. Large group discussion  

7. Student demonstration  

8. Jigsaw reading  

9. Video presentation  

10. Written or oral reflection  

11. Fishbowl discussion  

12. Debate  

13. Panel discussion  

14. Student-created cases  

15.  Think-pair-share  

16. Student-generated questions  

17. Guest speaker  

 

18. Video/podcast/YouTube  

19. Interview  

20. Trial  

21. Poster presentations  

22. Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATS):  

23. Clickers!  

24. Formal Assessment (exams or quizzes)  

25. Field trips  

26. Role playing/dramatizations  

27. Experiential Learning  

28. Peer Response  

29. KWL  

30. Service Learning  

31. Teaching Experience  

32. Group Quiz 

33. Job Shadowing 

 

http://www.superteachertools.com/millionaire/
http://fno.org/nov97/toolkit.html
https://makingeducationfun.wordpress.com/2012/03/28/graphic-organizers/
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/633
http://online.tarleton.edu/fdi/Documents/Burdick_Handout4.pdf
http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/english/tc/discussion.htm
http://www2.phy.ilstu.edu/ptefiles/312content/inquiry&demos.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/using-jigsaw-cooperative-learning-30599.html
http://www.slideshare.net/u082910/using-video-in-the-classroom-2949734
http://www.peterpappas.com/2010/01/reflective-student-taxonomy-reflection-.html
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/fishbowl.html
http://www.icanw.org/resources/schools/classroom-debate/
http://www2.maxwell.syr.edu/plegal/crit3/a7.html
http://www.cs.berkeley.edu/~clancy/classroom.html
http://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/interactive/tpshare.html
http://hepg.org/hel-home/issues/27_5/helarticle/teaching-students-to-ask-their-own-questions_507
http://www.calstate.edu/itl/exchanges/classroom/1207_Sniezek.html
http://www.iptv.org/wallace/docs/Tips_use_video.pdf
http://edct203winter2012.wikispaces.com/file/view/Podcast_in_classroom.pdf
http://teacherlingo.com/blogs/sharingtechnology/archive/2008/02/23/using-youtube-in-the-classroom.aspx
http://www.flaguide.org/cat/interviews/interviews1.php
https://suite.io/miranda-zinnel/dxe22e
http://websites.uwlax.edu/biology/PosterPresentations.html
http://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/cat.html
https://www.ipfw.edu/dotAsset/a0129293-c7d2-49b2-81ad-6c968c85c30f.pdf
http://www.testdesigner.com/about/how_to_write_good_test_questions/
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/1824
http://www.sjsu.edu/cfd/teaching-learning/teaching-strategies/role-playing/
http://userpages.umbc.edu/~korenman/wmst/experiential.html
http://writing.umn.edu/tww/responding/peerworkshop.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/graphic-organizers/skill-builder/48615.html
http://www.servicelearning.org/
http://edtheory.blogspot.com/2010/10/learning-through-teaching.html
http://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/group_quiz.html
http://education.vermont.gov/work-based-learning/job-shadow



