







CHILDREN IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE,  (Soc. 318, Spring 2012)
Dr. Maria Schmeeckle (mhschme@ilstu.edu)

Brief Description of Civic Engagement Assignments, taken from the syllabus
Student blogs

The purpose of the blog assignments is to increase your ability to express yourselves articulately about children’s issues, in a way that is publicly appropriate. We will each be constructing a blog using the program Wordpress. The blog post assignments will enable you to demonstrate your enhanced ability to discuss children’s issues, as well as share your blog entries with your wider social networks, including prospective employers. To accomplish this, you will complete 10 blog entries across the semester; each blog will be worth 10 points. You will be given instructions about each one. Blog posts should be relatively brief (3 paragraphs plus links or photographs) but should concisely demonstrate a strong understanding of the assigned material. Posts will be graded using a rubric focused on depth of understanding, application of key ideas, clear writing, and presentation style. 
Service Learning

The purpose of our mini service learning projects are to take small steps toward making a difference in the world for children, through raising awareness. There are three options that you can choose from.
Option #1: The first option is to learn about best practices for children as articulated by global organizations. You will become familiar with a number of best practice documents focused on children, consider how these best practices could be organized, locate additional best practices in outreach with children, and determine areas of best practice that are still needed. Group members will collaborate in order to consolidate their efforts, will present their work in class and will also design a page that can be added to the Global Children Outreach web site (a site originally created by Maria with previous students—see www.globalchildrenoutreach.ilstu.edu).
Option #2: The second option is to collaboratively (with other members of this class) create interactive, educational experiences for children at the Children’s Discovery Museum in Normal that will help local pre-kindergarten to 3rd grade children to think about children from a global perspective. We have Saturday, April 14th from 10am-2pm reserved at the museum for these activities. Learning components can be broken down into short segments to keep kids’ attention and enable them to enter and exit as they need to. You will prepare activities to raise awareness that are inspired by your own learning, and work with your classmates to construct creative and fun presentations. Bethany Thomas from the Children’s Discovery Museum will visit class on January 24 to give us more information about what is appropriate and typical at the museum. Group members will practice in front of the class before presenting at the museum, and (depending on how many group members there are) may also present at a local middle school classroom and/or design a page that can be added to the Global Children Outreach web site.

Option #3: The third option is to explore in detail why the United States is one of only two countries that has not ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. (The other country is Somalia, which does not have a functioning government.) The Convention was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989 and has been ratified by 194 countries. There are differing accounts about why the U.S. has not gotten on board with this most widely accepted human rights treaty. Students who chose this service learning option will look at academic journal articles as well as web sites (UNICEF, Amnesty International, The Campaign for U.S. Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, etc.) to discover reasons why the U.S. hasn’t ratified, and implications if it does. Group members will present their work in class, will design a page that can be added to the Global Children Outreach web site, and will give a public presentation between April 6-14 on the topic, either on campus or in the nearby community (such as the Normal Public Library).
Service learning will be evaluated with a focus on the depth, breadth, organization and presentation of the completed group project (either a useful analysis of best practice documents and gaps in what is available, a well-organized and delivered interactive learning experience delivered to local children about children in global perspective, or a public presentation and web page entry on the topic of why the U.S. hasn’t signed the UN CRC). Peer evaluation will also be sought, because students will be working in groups.
Field Trip

The purpose of our field trip is to step out of our comfort zone of the classroom and explore the voices and talents of youth in our region. Our outing will give us a fresh and different perspective about many of the issues we’ve been studying in class. To accomplish this, we will attend and reflect upon the Albany Park Theater Project’s matinee production of Home/Land in Chicago on Saturday, February 11th. From their web site: “APTP's youth artists collectively write, choreograph, compose, and stage performance works as an ensemble on an ongoing basis. Youth ensemble members serve as both ethnographers and artists, seeking out a wide range of stories, most of which originate from people living in Chicago's Albany Park community, but which have taken audiences to countries around the globe and have reached generations back in time.” (For more information, see www.aptpchicago.org.) After the field trip, you will post on your blog and write a letter of feedback to the Albany Park cast and leadership, making connections between the performance you watched and the learning outcomes in this class. The field trip project will be evaluated by considering the extent to which you connect the Albany Park Theater production to our course themes in your feedback letter. A simple rubric will be created, focused on the use of specific examples from the production, and the depth of connections to content from our course and course goals.
Make your first blog post situating yourself within the world trends Larson et. al., Nugent, and Gielen & Chumachenko identify. 

Make your second blog post responding to the global agendas for children you’ve just learned about. 
Make your third blog post introducing others to this organization. 
Make your fourth blog post regarding the children’s media you examined, connecting them to what you have learned about diversity and trends in children’s experiences worldwide, children’s rights and participation, and/or children’s media. 

Make your fifth blog post regarding the field trip, with highlights from your letter. 
Make your sixth blog post regarding how the documentary you watched relates to themes of power and inequality. 

Make your seventh blog post describing the most important things you have learned from the Children, Youth, and Development book. 
Make your eighth blog post describing and sharing the results of your service learning project (write this after you present publicly, if applicable).

Make your ninth blog post introducing your chosen organization and explaining why it is so relevant for you. 
Tenth blog post sharing a few thoughts from your synthesis process. 
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Outcome related to Voice and Action: Students will increase their ability to speak articulately about children’s issues, and learn how to get involved with organizations in order to benefit children.
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Outcome related to Power and Inequality: Students will develop their understanding of how dimensions of power and inequality shape children’s opportunities and lead to advantages or disadvantages across the life course.





Transformational Goal:


The purpose of this course is to enhance students’ global and sociological understanding of children’s experiences, and their knowledge about how to get involved in promoting the vitality of children in our interconnected world.





Outcome related to Diversity and Trends: Students will expand their abilities to discuss diversity and trends in children’s experiences globally.





Outcome related to a Global Perspective: Students will expand their abilities to think about children’s experiences at a global level scale.
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